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Specific entry requirements

Bachelor's degree or vocational degree worth at least 180 higher education credits. Proficiency in the
English language documented by an internationally recognized test such as TOEFL with a total score of
at least 79 (internet based), 550 (paper based), 213 (computer based), IELTS with a total score of at least
6,0 (no band less than 5,0), or other documentation that certifies English language skills equivalent to
English B/English 6 at Swedish upper secondary school.

Objectives

After completion of the course the student should be able to:

Understand and describe  important communicable diseases  from a global health perspective,
including pathogenesis, treatment aspects, prevention, disease control mechanisms and research
needs.
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Have knowledge on global epidemiology of the most important infectious diseases and to
 understand and discuss prevention aspects from a social, medical, ethical and health
systems perspective.
Analyse factors affecting the use of anti-microbial drugs, both on macro and micro level, and
analyse impacts of drug resistance on global health.

Content

The course covers broad aspects - from cell to society - of the most important infectious diseases
from a global perspective, including epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical aspects, diagnostic
methods, therapeutic management, drug resistance, prevention as well as   the social context and
health systems aspects.
The following diseases will be given special emphasis: malaria, respiratory infections,
gastrointestinal infections, hepatitis, HIV and other sexually transmitted infections, tuberculosis
and infections that primarily affect children under five. The specific characteristics of each of
these diseases will be highlighted and discussed as well as prevention and treatment from a public
health perspective including context, health systems and key global actors.
Parasitic illnesses and neglected tropical infections as well as current epidemics such as Ebola and
Zika will also be discussed from a medical and social perspective. 
The global impact of resistance to various types of anti-microbial drugs will be particularly
recognised and factors affecting drug use, both on macro and micro level, will be discussed and
analysed.
Research needs to reduce the burden of infectious diseases from a global perspective will be
illuminated.

Teaching methods

The course will consist of lectures, seminars and group work and resulting in a poster and an oral
presentation.

Examination

Written examination, graded fail (<65%) pass (65-89%), and pass with distinction (90% or more). To
obtain grade pass on the course, pass is required on the written examination. 

Limitation of number of occasions to write the exam
The student has the right to write the exam six times. If the student has not passed the exam after four
participations he/she is encouraged to visit the study advisor.

The number of times that the student has participated in one and the same examination is regarded as an
examination session. Submission of a blank examination is regarded as an examination. An examination
for which the student registered but not participated in will not be counted as an examination.

Transitional provisions

Examination will be provided during a time of two years after a possible cancellation of the course.
Examination can take place according to an earlier literature list during a time of one year after the date
when a major renewal of the literature list has been made.
 

Other directives

The course will be evaluated in accordance with the guidelines established by the Board of Higher
Education.
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The course language is English.

Literature and other teaching aids

Bennett, John E.; Dolin, Raphael; Blaser, Martin J.
Mandell, Douglas, and Bennett's infectious disease essentials

Philadelphia, PA : Elsevier, [2017] - xl, 520 pages
ISBN:978-0-323-43101-9  LIBRIS-ID:20222369 
Library search
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