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	Course code
1BIO43
	Course title
Biostatistics
	Credits
4.5

	Semester (VT/HT-yr)
HT-2025
	Dates
1/9-17/9 2025



	Course Director
Matteo Bottai
	Examiner
Matteo Bottai

	Teachers in charge of different parts of the course
Pinar Kara
	Other participating teachers 




	Number of registered students at the 3-week check
76
	Number passed at final course day
69
	Response frequency course valuation survey
36

	Other methods for student influence (in addition to the final course valuation/survey) 


	Feedback reporting of the course evaluation results to the students
Analysis on the course web, evaluation on Canvas and course web.


Note that... 
The analysis should (together with a summarising quantitative summary of the students’ course evaluation) be communicated to the education committee at the department responsible for the course and for programme courses also to the programme coordinating committee. 

The analysis was communicated to the education committee on the following date:  
The analysis was communicated to the programme coordinating committee on the following date: 
1. Description of any changes implemented since the previous course occasion based on the views of former students
The course was taught by a new teacher. The teaching materials were updated and expanded to include more examples designed to help students easily grasp statistical concepts. 
2. Brief summary of the students’ evaluation of the course
(Based on the students’ quantitative responses to the course valuation and key views from free text responses. Quantitative summary and any graphs are attached.)
Overall, the feedback from students was very positive. The majority of the students expressed satisfaction with the course structure, obtaining intended learning outcomes, labs, workload and the exam.
Students expressed labs were especially useful for them to understand better and have hands-on experience regarding the concepts.
One suggestion was to offer a seminar before the exam to have an overview of all the topics taught during the course. This was already implemented, two days before the exam, a session was held that provided an overview of the statistical tests and any topics students wanted to discuss. This full day was dedicated to open review, during which students can ask any questions as needed, with the teacher available in the classroom throughout the day. 
There was confusion regarding use of generative AI in the exams. In previous years, use of generative AI was not permitted, while use of internet was permitted. This year we noticed that now many websites, including search engines, provide AI generated results by default. This caused confusion regarding how students can use internet without using AI-generated results in the exam, and providing a clear answer to students took some time. Students mentioned this in their evaluation. To have clearer instructions for the students from the beginning of the course next years, the course director, teacher and course administrators had meetings regarding the use of AI. 
One student suggested that the repetition of material from previous days felt boring. Given that this is an introductory course with no prior knowledge is expected, it is important that concepts are understood and that connections can be made between previous contents and the current content. Therefore, summaries of earlier lectures were considered important, and time was sufficient to cover all intended learning outcomes.
A suggestion was made to include more instruction on the visual customization of statistical graphs. While this is a valuable suggestion, expanding the content may require more time than is available. Nevertheless, additional resources and cheat sheets can be provided to students who wish to produce more refined statistical outputs.
3. The Course Director’s reflections on the implementation and results of the course
Strengths of the course: The course introduced a broad range of statistical concepts in a structured manner, allowing students to build understanding step by step, regardless of prior experience. The combination of lectures and labs worked well in linking statistical concepts with applications, and students’ feedback and exam results showed that the intended learning outcomes were achieved.
Weaknesses of the course: The course covers a large number of topics, and the amount of content in a short period of time may feel overwhelming for students.
The course was structured with lectures from 9:00-12:00 and labs from 13:00-15:00, where students worked on R exercises covering the topics introduced in the morning lectures. Participation in the lectures was very high, while attendance in the labs was noticeably lower. Students who participated in the labs expressed that the sessions were very helpful. Greater participation in the labs would likely provide additional benefit to students.

3. Other views
4. Course Director’s conclusions and any suggestions for changes
(If changes are suggested, state who is responsible for implementing them and provide a schedule.)
Overall, the course was successful while leaving room for improvement. Students’ results reflected that the intended learning outcomes were achieved and that the course provided a solid foundation in biostatistics for the following studies.
Future course development can explore further refinement of pacing by allocating more time to more complex topics and encouraging greater engagement in lab sessions. 
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